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I.—Forgren Poxrrics. 


Tue Daintk, of the 27th September, says that the Amir of Badakshan 


es is a vassal of Russia, and the Amir of 
The difficulties of England. Afghanistan is a great friend of the English. 
Now that a war is going on between Afghanistan and Badakshan, will the 
English Government sacrifice its prestige by not helping its ally? The 
flame of war is burning in Burmah. When again the Cyprus convension 
‘3 being talked about, it does not appear that peace will be maintained. 
By that convention, Turkey will have to be supported by England, if 
attacked. Thus a war with Russia must be said to be near at hand. 
Bogland will never be able to free herself from difficulties unless she frees 
herself from greed. 
9. The Dacca Gazetie, of the 27th September, on that war has 


7 : already commenced at Badakshan. The 

We in Dele English have sent troops for the assistance of 
the Amir. ‘The prospects of peace are distant. 

8. The same paper says that Burmah is not likely to be pacified in 

ae a short time. Three battles on a small scale 


have already taken place on the eastern 
frontier of Burmah. The loss was great on both sides. 


4, The Surabht and Patakd, of the 30th September, says that seeing 
that they are about to lose their life, their 


wealth, and in their independence, the Burmese 
are freely sacrificing their lives. The Burmese will be ultimately put down 


by the English ; but this will not be done easily. When Burmah has 
been annexed for the benefit of the English people, England should have 
borne at least a portion of the expenses of the Burmese war. 
5. The Samaya, of the lst October, in giving an account of the military 
Military resources of the different resources of the different countries in Europe, 
powers in Europe. says that England has nothing to fear from 
the navy of Germany, Russia, Austria and Turkey,{when acting singly. But 
she will have something to fear if two of these powers combine. The Italian 
navy alone can cope with the English navy on equal terms; but Italy is 
friendly disposed towards England. Ifshe ever quarrels with England, 
England’s difficulties will be very great. England should always try to be on 
friendly terms with Italy. 
6. The same paper says that at the time of occupying Cyprus, 
OO IP one England made a promise to the Sultan 
a to protect Armenia from foreign invasion. 
Russia is now desirous of occupying that country. She has put a stop 
to the free access of Englishmen to the port of Batoum, and is massing 
armies on the Armenian frontiers. As a counter-movement England 
wants to annex Egypt. But this will involve her in serious com- 
plications with France. To keep her promise to the Sultan, England is 
writing letters to him and is sending war vessels tothe Black Sea. But the 
English navy has ceased to be a terror to the world. Russia is also 
creating difficulties in Central Asia, and the English are bribing the Amir 
with India’s money to the great hardship of the natives. 
7. The Ananda Bazar Pairika, of the 4th October, says that 
Lord Dufferin expected that, when in India he 
nytt Dufferin, Russia, and Bur- would be able to win over Russia to the side 
! of England. Butall his efforts in that behalf 
have proved abortive. He invaded Burmah in the expectation that he 
would gain great glory by the measure; but here also he is about to be 
disappointed. He has tried different methods for subjugating Burmah, but 
the prospects of pacification are as remote as ever. If the occupation of 


Burmah. 
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Burmah has evinced a lack of foresight on the part of Government, 
the authorities in England and other Englishmen who approved of the step 
are not less responsible than Lord Dufferin for that result. These men are 
however now reproving Lord Dufferin for the invasion of Burmah. ' 


Ii—Homz ADMINISTRATION. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


Paavizas, 8. The Pratikdr, of the 24th September, hears that the memorial 
Bopt. 2th, 1886. submitted by the Europeans of Gauhati to 
eer omnates the Chief Commissioner of Assam for extend. 
ing the prerogative of mercy to Gibbons the forgerer bears the signature 
of a number of natives. The writer considers these natives to be uaworthy 

of the name of Indians. 
Somapur & PaTaKa, 9, The Surabhe and Pataka, of the 30th September, says that the 
Bept. 30th, 1886. Magistrate acted indiscreetly in issuing a warrant 

r. Trail’s case. : . : 
| against the duftry, who had given evidence 
against Mr. Trail on a charge of giving false evidence before Mr. ‘rail’s 
case was decided. This is calculated to frighten the witnesses in Mr. Trail’s 
case. The duftry’s pleader again stated before the Magistrate that a 
constable and a paharawalla are threatening each witness. by going to his 
house at an advanced hour of the night. The writer desires that a case 
should be instituted against this constable. This may lead to many 
disclosures. The writer also suspects that there is some grave reason for 
the desire of the friends of the duftry whose death is alleged to have 
been caused by the blows given by Mr. Trail to have the case con- 
ducted not by the Public Prosecutor, but by counsels engaged by 
themselves. 


(d)—-Hducation. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR 10. The Navavibhakar “ig sabes of the - eeege ooye e - 
paper mnEe ; the Trustees of the Gilchrist Scholarship fun 

Ae had attended to the welfare of India, they would 
never have fixed the Matriculation Examination of the London University 
as the test for the Indian competitors for the Gilchrist Scholarships. The — 
amount of the scholarships is also small. On account of the difficult 
nature of the examination and the smallness of the amount of the 
scholarships, Indian candidates do not feel inclined to compete for them. 
The writer desires that the Gilchrist Scholarships should be awarded to 
enable native youths to obtain higb education in England. The granting 
of a scholarship of Rs. 2,000 annually in India will not do any good. 
The writer says that if a scholarship of Rs. 4,000 be awarded at the 
interval of two years, the number of competitors for the}scholarships ¥ 
increase. But, if. what seems probable, arrangements are made for making 
the scholarships tenable in India, those scholarships should be awarded for 
the encouragement of scientific education. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. ; 
Anaypa Basan 1l. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 4th October, says that 


ges nll one District Boards and Local Boards have bees 
wipistrict Boards and scarcity of egtablished in many places, and by U0 i. 
: ; the system of Local Self-Government will 

in operation all over Bengal. The form in which Government bss 
introduced the measure is not such that the people may expect any a 


diate benefit from it. In the matter of Self-Government the aut 


less ia ne. . . a. 
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( 1191" ) 


have shewn themselves very niggardly in granting to District Boards power and 

money which are so essentially necessary for success. Unionr Committees 

from which so much was expected have not been established. But though 

the introduction of Self-Government in its present form may not be pro- 

ductive of any immediate benefit, there can be no doubt that the native 

members of the Boards will be vested with certain powers, and that if able 

men are elected for the memberships they will be able in spite of all 

drawbacks and restrictions to effect some good. The writer then proceeds 
to make a suggestion, which if carried out may enable the District Boards to 
do much good to their country. It is observed that as the people of Bengal 
suffer greatly from scarcity of water in the hot season the local authorities 
should first of all adopt measures to supply them with good water. This is 
more necessary than even roads, because if people are supplied with good 
water, disease which now prevails so widely among them, will considerably 
diminish. It should be the duty of the District Boards to endeavour to supply 
this want by the excavation of a large number of tanks in every district. If 
the Boards find it impossible with the limited funds at their disposal to give 
elect to this proposal as well as to cause the construction of new roads 
they should not make new roads, but only keep the old roads in repairs 
while adopting measures to ensure a good water-supply. In giving effect 
to the proposal regarding water-supply, tne Boards may count. upon contri- 
butions from the inhabitants of the localities to be benefitted in aid of any 
projected tank, If they have to borrow money for the purpose, they can pro- 
vide for the interest that will have to be paid on the borrowed capital by 
planting cocoa-nut trees on the sides of the tanks and growing fish in them. 


By = sale of the fish and the fruit they would be able to pay the 
interest. 


(9.)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


12. The Dainik, of the 27tii September, says that a charge of enter- 

ing an apartment reserved for females only has 

The case against the guard Snell- been brought against the guard Snelling. 

Ag The charge of attémpting to violate chastity 
should be brought against him. 

13. The Dainik, of the 28th September, says that the Railway 
Officers should be men of good character 
because the life, property and honour of a very 
large number of people depend on them. 
The writer thinks that to induce good men to accept appointments in the 


Pension to Railway Officers. 


man knows that he will be able to lead an honest life after serving a certain 
number of years, he is likely to try his best to do his work properly. 


(4) — General. 


14. The Pratikdr, of the 24th September, wonders that the people of 
Bengal abuse a Lieutenant-Governor who 
as soon as he had arrived at Darjeeling after 
a prolongedriver tour had to come back to Calcutta on a special train for 
passing a Bill for the prevention of adulteration of ghee. The writer thinks 
that the provisions of the Bill should be extended to all the municipalities 
of Bengal, for, if they apply only to Calcutta, the wicked men who adulterate 
ghee may transfer the head-quarters of their business from Calcutta to 
some mofussil town to the great annoyance of the people. | 


Sir Rivers Thompson. 


15. The Dacca Gazette, of the 27th September, says that the rumour 


of Dhuleep Singh’s becoming a General in the 


Dhuleen Singh, Russian army has not | yet ceased to be 


Railway service they should be given the hope of getting pensions. If a 
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current. A seditious placard was the other day posted at the poli 
barrack at Mooltan. Had Government done justice to Dhuleep it woul; 
have been spared all anxieties in this connection. 

16. The Daintk, of the 28th September, says that Mr. K. Krishna 

Rai of Chikar, in North Arcot, has memoyi, 
lized the Government of Madras on 1}, 
eubject of his being beaten by Mr. Gleny the Magistrate. The memorialist 
was driving in a cart. He was met on the road by Mr. Gleny, the Magis. 
trate, on a dogcart. The Magistrate abused Mr. Rai, and whipped hin, 
Mr. Rai did not saya word. The Magistrate drove off some distanc 
returned, and struck him again. This time Mr. Rai remonstrated saying. 
that he had done no barm, and even if he had done any, he begged to jy 
excused. The Magistrate came to known that Mr. Rai was a clerk of the 
Registration Office, and whipped him on his back. Mr. Rai pays Rs, 909 
in taxes to Government. Such insults offered to such men are heart-rending 

17. Avcorrespondent of the same paper contradicts the statemen 
made in paragraph 47 of our report of the 
week ending the 2nd October about th 
irregularities of the Goda post office. 

18. The Surabhi and Patdka, of the 380th September, referring to 
the statement of the Zimes that, the reasons 
shown by Government in favour of residence 
in the hills are very weak, says that it is strange that Government is not 
coming to its senses though everybody is condemning the practice of 
residing in the hills. 

19. The Zducation Gazette, of the Ist October, thanks Sir River 
Sir River's Thompson and the Ghee ‘Lhompson for passing the law for the preven. 
Bill. tion of adulteration of ghee. 
20. The Arya Darpan, of the 1st October, in noticing the rumor 
: ee current at Simla, that Sir Lepel Griffinis 
a er likely to succeed Sir Charles Aitcheson in 
the Lieutenant-Governorship of the Punjab, says that Sir Lepel was long 
in that province, and he was sometimes a Secretary to its Government. He 
has no sympathy for natives. He wrote strongly against the admission o 
natives into Parliament. He does not appear to be a well-wisher of the 
natives, and his accession to the throne of the Punjab is not likely to produce 
any good result. | 
21. The same paper approves the establishment of a model farm n 
se catia diaia is Burdwan, under the management of Babo 
1 ee ey eee Umbica Charan Sen, a passed student of the 
Cirencester Agricultural College. The writer attributes the deplorable 
condition of agriculture in Burdwan, which is an extremely fertile district, 
two causes, viz., tothe silting up of streams, and to the ignorance of th 
agriculturists. The establishment of the model farm is likely to produc 
excellent results by teaching the agriculturists improved modes of carryil} 
on agricultural work. ee, 

22. The Samaya, of the 1st October, says that Lord Dufferin assninel 
ees the reigns of Government at a time when s 
en eee policy of Lord Ripon had made ‘the Lee 
India extremely loyal to the British rule, when peace ‘was ‘reiguing 907 
this vast continent, and when the Anglo-Indians were ‘greatly humblet 
owing to their selfish agitation against the policy of’ Lord Ripon. deve 
in the power of Lord Dufferin to attach the natives:greatly to «hs «rule by 
sympathising with their aspirations, but this he failed! todo. | His poh 
to please both the natives and the Anglo-Indians. In the opinion ‘of 
writer this is impossible. Tne gulf between these communities 18 90,8 i 

that the interests of one cannot be served without injurying those 
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Government’s residence in the hills. 
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another. Lord Dufferin has done great harm to natives in his attempt to do 
good to the Anglo-Indians. Lord Dufferin might have been an excellent 
Governor for Canada, but he is not fit for governing a subject-country like 
India. The writer cannot say that his Lordship is a statesman, for the 
object a statesman should have in view, is peace and not war. 

98. The same paper says that soon after the accession of, 


Financial difficulty of Government. Lord Dufferin to the Viceroyalty of India, 


: the complications on the Afghan frontiers 
assumed a serious aspect. His Lordship could not remain silent, he spent 


about 15 crores of rupees in preparations for war, and in the construction 
of frontier Railways. The Burmah Trading Company began at this time 
to complain loudly of the attitude of Burmah towards them. Lord Dufferin 
took up their cause, dethroned Theebaw, and annexed Burmah. He 
congratulated himself on the cheap conquest of the country. But 
the dacoits of Burmah began soon to create difficulties, and Government was 
obliged to incur an immense cost to put them down. These expenses 
drained the treasury to the dregs, and it became necessary to replenish it 
with fresh taxation. Jord Dufferin imposed the income-tax of one pice 
per rupee. Thisis. a trifle indeed, but the people of India are notin a 
position to pay even a cowry per rupee, much less a pice. The re-imposition 
of the import duties can easily relieve the exchequer, but the English can- 
not do anything which may affect the interests of their countrymen. The 


realization of the income-tax is attended with great hardship to the people. - 


The assessors, in order to please their superiors, are assessing people at a 
| higher rate. Rumour has it that Government wants to assess the coolies 
who eke outa miserable livelihood by working in the plantations. The 
writer does not understand what the Finance Committee is doing. Instead 
of abolishing the practice of residence of high officials in the hills, it has 
proposed to abolish a few clerkships and duftryships in public offices. This 
has necessitated the granting of an allowance of Rs. 250 a month to each 
Commissioner. Had Government been anxious for retrenchment, it would 
have reduced the expenses of the Military Department, the pay of the civilians 


and so on. Where the Government wants to rule with physical force, it 


always meets with untoward consequences. A rumour is afloat now-a-days, 

that the rate of the income-tax will be increased. From the writings in the 
Pioneer it appears that it is sure to be increased next year. The writer 
advises Government to give up its greed for territorial aggrandizement, A 
Government by physical force can never succeed. 

24. The Navavibhikar Sddhdrant, of the 4th October, referring 
Cloth manufacture in India and the tO the statement made by the advocates of 
exchange difficulty. a gold currency to the effect that, Indian 
cloth manufacture is flourishing on account of the exchange difficulty, 
says that this is not really the case. The English manufacturers are 
reducing the price of cloths by using bad materials and reducing the wages 
of labourers. Consequently the export of English cloths 1s increasing 
rather than diminishing. The prosperous condition of the cloth-manufacture 
of Bombay is not due to the exchange rates but to the increased attention 
of people to cloth manufacture. The larger the number of cloths 
manufactured in India, the larger will be the export of Indian 
cloths. Because now more cloths are manufactured in ‘India than 
before the export of Indian cloths has increased. It could -have been 
said that the cloth manufacture of India was being developed by 
the exchange difficulty if India could have stopped the ace 
of English cloths, and yet export its own clothes to China on Japan. 


£ 
‘ 
* " ¥ 3 


But how can it be said that India is being ‘benefited w 
Cloths are being more largely exported to India than before. The number 
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of cloth ‘mills in India is very small in comparison with the extent 
of the country. It could have been said that the cloth manufacture of 
India- was in a prosperous condition if there had been eight times as 
many cloth mills in India as in England, and if 78,04,868 labourers had 
worked at the Indian mills instead of 63,000. It is vain to attempt 
to convince Indians of the beneficial character of the exchange difficulty 
by false statements about its advantages. ee 
25. The same paper referring to the submitting of accounts of the 
The scooante of the expenses of °Xpenses of the exodus to Simla for five years 
Government's residence at Simla sub- alone by the Government of India when 
mitted by Government. accounts of the expenses of exodus between 
1858 and 1884 were called for, on the ground that it would be very 


difficult and costly to prepare the accounts of the exodus for so map 


years, says that not even the Czar of Russia could have urged such ay 


excuse. Had the Chancellor of the Exchequer given such an explana. 


tion to Parliament he would have been impeached. The preparation of 


the accounts had never been difficult if the accounts had been duly kept 
every year. People say that because Government has had great difficulty 
in preparing false accounts for these five years it has not been able to 
prepare accounts of the expenses of the exodus for twenty-six years. If it be 
true that it is difficult to prepare accounts of old expenses of the exodus it is 
a very dreadful thing. If it be true, then accounts of no old expenses, can 
be prepared. Because there is no one to look to the interests of India, 
Government has been able to urge such a lame excuse. The Gover. 
ment of India has shown a very bad precedent by submitting false 
accounts. The Provincial Governments may now submit such false 
accounts to it. The Government of India would have done better if 
instead of giving such ap explanation, it had plainly declared that India had 
been won with the assistance of the Indian civilians and military officers, and 
that the Home Government had no right to call for accounts of the exper- 
diture of Indian money. Even granting that the expenses of the annual 
exodus amount to seven lakhs and a half, 1 crore and 95 lakhs of rapees 
have been spent for the exodus between 1858 and 1884. The spending o 
so much money for the exodus in a country, half the number of whos 
inhabitants do not get two meals a day, and the average annual income 
of whose inhabitants is not more than 20 rupees, is very wrong. The 
Government of India has tried to show that the actual expenses of the 
exodus is less than 7 lakhs and a half by saying, that of the money spent 0 
journey by rail by the Bast Indian and Sindh Punjab and Delhi Raiiways 
Simla, three-fourths return to Government. But from the accounts published 
in the railway report by the Chief Officer of the Government Railway Depart 


ment, it appears that less than one-sixth of the income of the Hast India 


Railway in 1883 went to Government, and that not a single pice of the 


income of the Sindh Punjab and Delhi Railway in 1883 came to Government, 


as that Railway suffered a loss of 11 and a half lakhs of rupees. It being 
so, nothing can be more untrue than the statement that three-fourtts 
of the income of these railways returned to Government. Only half a lak 
of the money spent on journey by rail returns to Government. Thus not 
2 lakhs and a half, but only half a lakh, should be deducted from the 7 and 
a half lakhs which have been shown as the expenses of the annual exodus 
os 7 lakhs, and not 6 lakhs and a half, is spent annually on the exodus © 
imla. 
26. The same paper has an article in which it makes. the English mer- 
i. ve od that ~~ English goods yee? nov 
Pll eng ° sold in Evrope and America, new marse® © 
ertlaaes have to be opened for British trade by the 
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extension of the Indian Empire, that it will be well if the British Empire 
can be extended as far as China, that Thibet should be immediately occupied, 
and that it is easy to conquer countries with Indian money, and that the 
Viceroy, who has any scruple to spend Indian money, will not be able to 


n India. 
ah Il1.—LzGisLattve. 


97. The Bharat Mitra, of the 30th September, referring to the 
Enforcement of a uniform law for statement of the Viceroy that agitation 
the prevention of. adulteration of against the adulteration of ghee has been 
——eo— made in Bengal alone, and that each of the 
different Local Governments should make a separate law to prevent the 
adulteration of ghee like Bengal, says that agitation against the adulteration 
of ghee has been made in every part of the country, and that a uniform law 
on the subject should be enforced throughout India. : 


IV.—Native Sratss. 


Mr. Salmon. Mr. Salmon, Political Agent of the Halad 


frontier, noticed in paragraph 87 of our report of the week ending 2nd Octo- 
ber, expresses the hope that the impartial Lord Reay will do justice in the 
matter. 
29. The Navavibhakar Sddhdrani, of the 4th October, referring to 
ae Baboo Nilambar Mukerjea’s departure from 
age Jammu, says that the desire of a section of 
the Anglo-Indians has now been fulfilled. The wolf watching the sheep 
has now been driven out. There is now rejoicing on all sides. The cares 
of the grandson of Golap Singh will soon be at an end. 


V.—ProsPEcts OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


30. The Paridarshak, of the 25th September, says that the late floods 
oe people of some parts of Sylhet, The rice 
produced in Sylhet supplied the people of Cachar and of many places in 
Bengal with food, and so the agriculturists of that district were in the habit 
of selling all they produced. For the past three years the produce of 
the fields was rather small, and people were not in a position to store up 
grains. They were anxiously looking up for the avs and other crops. But 
the floods have destroyed these crops when on the point of being reaped. 
Compared to this the other floods cf Sylhet during a long series of years 
appear to be of very little consequence. Floods had never been of so long 
aduration, There were in fact three successive inundations this year, each 
more destructive to the crops than its predecessor. . The agriculturists of 
Sunamganj and Habiganj are very idle. They depend entirely oo rain 
water. The rains commenced rather late this year, and the young plants 
were not strong enough when the inundations commenced to grow above 
the water. The road cess roads are often an impediment in the way of 
Successful agriculture by obstructing the natural drainage of the country. 

_ Owing to the floods the fields appearlike small oceans. Itis very 
difficult to find out the banks of the river Surmab, and so 
it has become difficult for steamers to ply in that river. In some 
places water has passed over the tops of houses carrying everything before 
It. People are in want alike of food and of houses. Many are on the 
point of committing suicide. Many are living on vegetable leaves. The 
relief granted by Government is extremely inadequate. The sufferings of 
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the case of ill-treatment of a party to asuit by Se ®t 16 
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the cattle know no bounds. Famine is staring ‘the unfortunate people in th 
face. Government thinks of opening relief works after the water m 
subsided. But the people have grown weak and miserable owing to the 
sufferings. How are they to work to get the benefit of the relief operations» 
The zemindars of Sylhet have done their best to save their tenants, byt ther 
have become completely exhausted. They cannot even sell thei; lands 
owing to the difficulty of registration and matmjars proceedings, 

Mr. Wight is doing his best to relieve the people. He called q public 
meeting the other day, but was greatly disappointed at the smallness of th, 
amount subscribed. But says the writer the zemindars of Sylhet are no 
close-fisted, but they have no money. Three successive bad years hays 
reduced them to poverty. The people of Sylhet pray that the Managers o 
the Calcutta Relief Fund may do something for them. 

31. The Dainik, of the 27th September, says that the condition g 

Condition of the people of the the people of Nuddeah is very bad on acconn 
flooded tracts, of the floods. The condition of the inhabj. 
tants of the submerged villages on the banks of the Padma is indeed 
deplorable. The writer has seen with his own eyes that not th 
smallest piece of iand is visible above the water within three o 
four miles. 

32. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 30th September, asks will not 

The Lieutenant-Governor and the ‘he Lieutenant-Governor shew this year als 
floods. the praiseworthy eagerness which he shewed 
to relieve the distress of the flooded tracts last year ? 

33. The Arya Darpan, of the 1st October, says that several villages 

siitats Mai in the vicinity of Kishnagore have been 
oe submerged. The inhabitants have fled 
away from their homes. Crops have been destroyed, and the cattle ar 
perishing. Excessive rains have caused great distress to the people oi 
Dacca. 

34. Acorrespondent of the Hducation Gazette, of the Ist October, 

a ik describes the condition of the district of } 

Purnea. The floods have caused great distress 
in that district. Malaria has already made its appearance. Four miles of 
the railway newly constructed are under water. The greater part of the tow 
of Purneah is under water. 

85. The Ananda Bazar Patrika, of the 4th October, says that last 
year the people of certain districts in Bengal 
and Orissa suffered greatly from the effects of 
provideutial visitations. This year considerable injury has been done by 
floods in Bengal and Behar. More districts in Bengal have suffered this 
year from floods than last year. Formerly the people daring such visitations 
obtained relief from wealthy natives as well as from Government. Bat 
formerly such visitations were not so frequent as at present. At the presetl 
time while these calamities have begun to recur frequently the vemindan 
and other people who were once wealthy have become impoverished and 
have been thus forced to decome hard-hearted, and Government also ® 
becoming more and more indifferent to the sufferings of the people. 
Again, former Viceroys, more or less, felt for the suffering people. Eres 
Lord Lytton, who in various ways injured Indians, showed some concern { 
the sufferers from the Bombay and Madras famines. But Lord 
Dufferin ever since he came to this country has, in disregard of all maviers 
connected with its internal condition, been solely engaged in devising 
means for checking Russian advance, and annexing independent States o 
the Indian border. The people of India would have become | 
His Excellency’s policy had been attended with success. Preven 


Floods and relief of distress. 
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war with Russia or the conquest, and the possession of the wealth of 
Burmeh would have greatly benefited India. But in so inauspicious a 
moment did Lord Dufferin land in this country that, even in the most 
promising enterprises, he is meeting with failure. The line of policy he has 
followed has had the effect of producing disorder in the work of administra- 
tion, increasing the cares and anxiety of the officials, and emptying the 
treasury. The exchange difficulty, and the unexpected turn affairs in 
South-Bastern Europe have taken have increased the gravity of the situation. 
The latter circumstance has largely increased the prestige of Russia, and 
proportionately impaired that of England. While the British Indian 
Empire has been during the last few years getting entangled in difficulties, 
| Bengal has been passing through a succession of providential visitations, 
| and Government showing itself more and more indifferent to the sufferings 
of the people. Last year when the people of Bengal were in great distress, 
the Lieutenant-Governor indeed expressed himself anxious to help them, 
but beyond accepting the reports of local officials did nothing to practically 
benefit them. This year Government will probably entrust relief operations 
in the hands of the District Boards, who will have neither the power nor 
the funds necessary for the purpose. 


VI.—MIsce.LANnovs. 


86. The Navavibhakar Sddhdrani, of the 4th October, referring to 


the proposal made by Sir Lepel Griffin in a 


meeting of the supporters of Lady Dufferin’s 
| Fund, recently held at Simla, for collecting money from the middle and lower 


classes of natives, for that fund, by the circulation of letters asking for 
subscriptions through district officials, says that this proposal has alarmed it. 
Raising of subscriptions by officials is an alarming thing. When subscrip- 
tions were raised by officials for the Patriotic Fund, many natives had to 
suffer oppression. ‘The writer says that evil results will be produced if Sir 
Lepel Griffin’s proposal is adopted. 


Lady Dufferin’s fund. 


URryva PAPERS. 


37. The Samvdéd Bahiké regrets that the paddy plants in certain 
Bad state of the rice crop in parts %f the Balasore district having fallen 
Balasore, a prey to certain insects are becoming feeble 
| and are decaying. The writer is of opinion that a few showers of rain will 
free them from these insects. 
38. The same paper regrets that the authorities do not properly 
Educational officers earning money attend to the complaints so often made by it 
Py illegitimate means. regarding the improper gains of educational 
officers by unjustifiable means. It also doubts if ever the Uriya Translator 
submits correct reports to Government on the subject. 
39. Referring to the preceedings of a late meeting of the Pooree 
The Pooree District School Com. District School Committee, the Utkal Dipike 
~— observes that the members of that Committee 
should have remitted half the fees of Hridayanath Dutt, a pupil of that 
| School, and not refused his petition for remission on the ground that the 
fees had been already realised. 
40. The same paper as also its contemporary of the Sebaka, are glad to 
Adulteration of ghee find that the question of adulterated ghee has 
so quickly engaged the attention of Govern- 


ment, and that a Bill has been introduced in the Bengal Legislative Council 
lo check the evil. 
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41. The same paper observes with sorrow that, the Commissioner 

The Cuttack Municipality and the the Cuttack Municipality do not take pro ; 

local schools. ete interest in the management of schools — 

that municipality. This is inferred from the absence of a large sunhe 

of them from a public meeting, in which annual prizes were distributed 
to the pupils. 

42, The Sebaka contains a long article on University education, in 


liad dais which it discusses the proposal of Mr. Tawney 

to introduce an alternative course into tie 
curriculum of the Entrance examination of the Calcutta University, and 
concludes the article in the following words :— 


“Thus we find that the alternative course, which resembles the Matr- 
culation course of the London University will not suit our students, and 
will, far from doing any good, do much injury tothem. We therefore 


strongly protest against the proposal to introduce an alternative course into 
the Entrance examination of the Calcutta University. 


RAJKKISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, maa. & bu, 


Bengali Translator 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 9th October 1886. 
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